
Request approval to accept a Letter of Allocation from the California Department of Health Care 
Services – Children’s Medical Services to support the Los Angeles County Pediatric Palliative Care 
Case Management project, approve one new position, and approve an appropriation adjustment. 

SUBJECT

October 04, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT A LETTER OF ALLOCATION FROM THE 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES - CHILDREN’S 

MEDICAL SERVICES BRANCH TO PROVIDE PEDIATRIC PALLIATIVE CARE CASE 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES FOR THE TERM OF 

OCTOBER 1, 2011 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2012, APPROVE ONE NEW
POSITION, AND AN APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or 
his designee, to accept a Letter of Allocation (LOA) (Exhibit I) from the California Department of 
Health Care Services – Children’s Medical Services Branch (State) for the period of October 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2012 in the amount of $100,355 to support DPH’s Children’s Medical Services 
(CMS), California Children’s Services (CCS), Pediatric Palliative Care (PPC) Case Management 
project .

2. Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept future awards and/or 
amendments that are consistent with the requirements of the LOA that extend the term through June 
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30, 2015; reflect non-material and/or ministerial revisions to the award’s terms and conditions; allow 
for the rollover of unspent funds and/or redirection of funds; adjust the term of the award through 
September 30, 2015; and/or provide an increase or decrease in funding up to 25 percent above or 
below each term’s annual base amount; subject to review and approval by County Counsel, and 
notification to your Board and the Chief Executive Office (CEO). 

3. Approve one new Full Time Equivalent Public Health Nurse (PHN) position in excess of that which 
is provided for in the DPH staffing ordinance pursuant to Section 6.06.020 of the County Code, and 
subject to allocation by the CEO.  This position is 100 percent offset by funds from the State’s LOA 
to provide administrative and management services to support DPH’s PPC project in its entirety.

4. Approve the attached Appropriation Adjustment (Attachment A) in the amount of $100,000 for 
fiscal year (FY) 2011-12 to increase appropriation for salaries and employee benefits (S&EB) in the 
amount of $92,000 and services and supplies (S&S) in the amount of $8,000 for activities to be 
carried out by DPH’s PPC project.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

In accordance with the State’s mandate, the PPC project (Project) is to be administered by DPH’s 
CMS CCS Program.  This program currently provides diagnostic and treatment services, medical 
case management, and physical and occupational therapy services to children under age 21 with 
State CCS-eligible medical conditions.  The Project will enable DPH to provide PPC services to State 
CCS-eligible patients.  PPC is defined as an active approach to comprehensive, comfort-oriented, 
educational care for children, adolescents, and their families, which enhances the child’s, 
adolescent’s, and/or families’ quality of life, minimizes suffering, relieves the causes of distress, and 
provides emotional support through interdisciplinary services and interventions.  

Approval of the recommended actions will support the initiation of the Project which will provide 
intensive administrative and case management services for pediatric patients.  Pediatric patients 
eligible for the Project must be 1) under 21 years of age, 2) have full scope Medi-Cal with no share of 
cost to the County, 3) reside in Los Angeles County, 4) have at least one of the State CCS medical 
conditions eligible for the Project (e.g., neoplasms, cystic fibrosis, heart failure, pulmonary 
hypertension, complication of organ transplant), and 5) be anticipated to need at least 30 days 
hospitalization in an acute care facility in the subsequent 12 month period.  

Approval of the recommended actions will also allow DPH to hire one PHN who will be responsible 
for implementing the Project by authorizing eligible children, adolescents, and families to receive 
palliative care services while concurrently pursuing treatment for the patient’s life threatening, 
chronic, terminal, and/or end-of-life medical condition.  These services will be provided by State 
CCS-paneled providers, which are approved by the State to provide such services.  

The PHN will be responsible for evaluating the patients’ Project eligibility, referring patients for 
appropriate services, and case managing the eligible patients for Project services.  As authorized, 
the CCS-paneled providers will provide respite care; post-death family bereavement counseling; 
spiritual counseling; individual art, music, and activity/play therapy; and child life and traditional 
hospice care concurrently with curative or life-prolonging treatment to eligible children, adolescents, 
and their families.  

The Appropriation Adjustment will allow DPH to increase spending authority in DPH’s FY 2011-12 
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County Budget to support the S&EB and S&S associated with the Project.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County’s Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The State LOA for the term of October 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 in the amount of $100,355, 
consists of State and federal Medi-Cal Title XIX funds.  

Approval of the Appropriation Allocation in the amount of $100,000 will increase DPH’s FY 2011-12 
appropriation for S&EB by $92,000 and S&S by $8,000 for Project activities, at no net County cost. 

Additional funding for the Project is anticipated, dependent upon availability of funding at the State 
and federal level.  Should future funding be allocated, it will be included in future FYs, as necessary.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

PPC seeks to make patients comfortable and manage the pain and symptoms produced by life 
threatening chronic conditions.  The PHN will receive intensive end-of-life training by a State-
approved training center to ensure he/she is well equipped to case manage this patient population.  
All costs associated with this training are included in the LOA.  After training is complete, the PHN 
will initiate the process of identifying and referring patients to State CCS-paneled providers, which in 
turn will link these children, adolescents, and families to the enhanced services. The LOA, consisting 
of State and federal funding ensures100 percent funding of the Project.  

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to form.  Attachment A is the Appropriation Adjustment.  
Attachment B is the Grant Management Statement for grants exceeding $100,000.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to improve and enhance the quality of life of 
children, adolescents, and families in need of pediatric palliative care services who are facing life 
threatening, chronic, terminal, and/or end-of-life medical conditions.  The Project will help minimize 
suffering, relieve distress, and provide emotional support through interdisciplinary services and 
interventions to children, adolescents, and families and will enable DPH to hire and train a PHN who 
will be responsible for case management and eligibility and referral services.
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JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

Enclosures

c: Auditor Controller
Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JEF:rdt/ev
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Attachment B 

Los Angeles County Chief Executive Office 
Grant Mana ement Statement for Grants Exceedin $100,000 

Department: Public Health Public Health 

Grant Project Title and Description 

Pediatric Palliative Care Case Management Services 

Funding Agency 

California Department of 
Health Care Services 
Children's Medical Services 

Program (Fed. Grant #State Bill or Code #) Grant Acceptance Deadline 

ASAP 

Total Amount of Grant Funding: $100,355 County Match Requirements: NIA 

Grant Period: Begin Date: October 1, 2011 End Date: June 30, 2012 

Number of Personnel Hired Under this Grant: Full Time 1 Part Time 

Obligations Imposed on the County When the Grant Expires 

Will all personnel hired for this program be informed this is a grant funded program? Yes [ID NoD 

Will all personnel hired for this program be placed on temporary "N" items? Yes [ID NoD 

Is the County obligated to continue this program after the grant expires Yes D No[ID 

If the County is not obligated to continue this program after the grant expires, the Department will: 

a). Absorb the program cost without reducing other services Yes D No [ID 

b). Identify other revenue sources Yes D No [RJ 

(Describe) 

c). Eliminate or reduce, as appropriate, positions/program costs funded by this grant Yes [ID NoD 

Impact of additional personnel on existing space: None. 

Other requirements not ment~d ab~ Nope 

Date ~ 
Department Head Signaturi'J~ . ~'l." I) 




